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1. (25%) The entertainment industry is entering a period of unprecedented consolidation, and the recent
announcement that Netflix will acquire Warner Bros. marks one of the most consequential shifts in
Hollywood’s modern history. This potential Netflix—Warner Bros. merger (or Paramount’s competing bid)
could reshape the industry in at least three major ways: (1) by centralizing creative
decision-making, (2) by reducing the bargaining power of creative labor, and (3) by narrowing consumer

choice.

After evaluating all three areas, explain which vou believe will have the greatest long-term impact on

the industry, and provide a clear rationale for vour judgment within 300 words.

2. (25%) This is an excerpt from the following article: Coles, S. M., Kreiss, D., Lane, D. S., & McGregor, S.
C. (2025). Toward a group theory of political communication. Journal of Communication. Please read
the excerpt and provide a 150-word summary focusing on the article’s central arguments.

Since 2016, there has been significant attention in the subfield of political communication to the
concept of identity. This “Identity Turn” in scholarship was spurred on by crises in political and media
systems across the globe, especially in democracies, which dominant theoretical perspectives in the field
struggled to explain (Achen & Bartels, 201 7; Kreiss & McGregor, 2024; Lane et al., 2025). At the heart of
this new wave of identity-centric scholarship is the half-century old Social Identity Theory (SIT). SIT has
proven influential and durable in delineating the ways people have belonging at the heart of their
psychological and social lives, with implications for evervthing from the ways people consume news to
how they are affected by misinformation (Hiaeshutter-Rice et al., 2024; Young, 2023).

Despite the advances of this work, we argue the subfield needs a coherent group theory of political
communication. In doing so, we critique two basic orientations of the Identity Turn. The first is that we
can understand social identity primarily through the lens of the individual. In other words, the
assumption is that we can best understand how groups shape political communication by studying how
they exist in the heads of individual people—through surveys and experiments. This work has produced
important insight into communicative phenomena, such as how media help link partisan identity with
other social identities (Lane et al., 2025; Mason, 2018) and how social identity motivates online
collective action and struggles for social justice (Lane et al., 2019; Saleem et al., 2023). The second

% i | T EEMRMLEE > AT
=~ REFHEEHX -




Bgie A% 1156 255 RmAIHEBHELABEZIE 2424
%6 B 268

BESRAERE

£ W A B|P/EXES B Bl e

FRGM 28 5 8@ %348

problematic orientation is the assumption that there is no necessary basis for social or political identity:
social identities form through upbringing and voluntary affiliation, but there is little necessary reason

. identities should be so distinct or especially antagonistic. This is clear in the rapidly growing literature
on polarization, where scholars have long argued that, in the absence of meaningful policy differences,
partisanship and its social sorting basis are essentially accidental (Versteegen, 2024). In this vein, the
political communication literature has often treated polarization as problematic, assuming that things
such as partisan identities essentially provide an arbitrary and meaningless basis for politics (Kreiss &
McGregor, 2024; Stroud, 2010).

This paper argues that these twin orientations inhibit the subfield’s ability to explain the
increasingly visible—but centuries-old—group nature of politics and political communication, with clear
implications for the discipline. They lead us to see groups as originating outside of politics, rather than as
reciprocally related to politics and fundamentally constituted through communication. As a result, we fail
to account for the intergroup power and status dynamies that structure political communication itself
(Jackson & Kreiss, 2023). This failure has made it difficult for the field to grapple with key features of
contemporary political communication, including the emergence of antidemocratic leaders and
movements, erosion of media trust, and proliferation of conspiracy thinking.

Please provide a 150-word summary focusing on the article’s central arcuments.
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