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3. The following paragraph is written in the final chapter of the seventh edition of McQuail’s Media and Mass
Communication Theory (McQuail & Deuze, 2020). To what extent do you agree with its description of contemporary
media and communication environment? (25%, 200-300 words)

We do not have evidence to support a deterministic role for new technologies and newer media in social,
economic or political processes. That is not to say that these processes stay the same, or that mass
communication flows more or less effectively across all the new channels. On the contrary, the emerging
‘hybrid’ media system has a logic of its own, with certain points of contrast to earlier media constellations.
The newer media and mass communication systems and processes are multi-directional, not one-
directional. They encourage, even require response. They have no scheduled ‘audience’, therefore no mass
public. They are highly diverse in form and content, and of their essence multimedial and multimodal.
They observe no clear line between private and public. They allow access to all and they seem to evade
structures of state policy and control (with the exception of media systems directly owned by, or made to
be responsible to, the state in less-than-democratic countries.) They offer no coherent model of a system
of public communication, only endless possibilities within the context of a generally untransparent system
of corporate govemance with little or no reference to public values. (p. 579)

y. Please compare the following two excerpts, and discuss them in terms of 1) the role of media in power-making, and
2) the relationship between media, politics, and society. (25%, 200-300 words)

The modern media assumed the role of the church, in a more secular age, of interpreting and making sense
of the world to the mass publie, Like their priestly predecessors, professional communicators amplified
systems of representation that legitimated the social system. The priesthood told their congregations that
the power structure was divinely sanctioned; their successors implied that it was endorsed at regular
intervals by the ballot box. [...] The medieval church masked the sources of inequality by ascribing social
injustice to the sin of the individual; modern media entertainment tended also to offer an individual-centred
view of the world in which both problems and solutions were portrayed as personal rather than structural
(Curran, 2002, p. 77-78).

Global financial networks and global multimedia networks are intimately networked, and this particular
network holds extraordinary network power, networking power, and network-making power. But not all
power. Because this meta-network of finance and media is itself dependent on other major networks, such
as the political network, the cultural production network (which encompasses all kinds of cultural artifacts,
not just communication products), the military network, the global criminal network, and the decisive
global network of production and application of science, technology, and knowledge management
(Castells, 2009, p. 426).
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