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The following excerpt is from “Stuart Hall and the Rise of Cultural Studies” by Hua Hsu for The New
Yorker, July 17, 2017.

Please translate it into Chinese and answers two questions at the end in Chinese.

Broadly speaking, cultural studies is not one arm of the humanities so much as an attempt to use all of
those arms at once. It emerged in England, in the nineteen-fifties and sixties, when scholars from
working-class backgrounds, such.as®Richard Hoggart and Raymond Williams, began thinking about the
distance between canonical'culttiral touchstones=the music or books that were supposed to teach
you how to be civil and well-mannered—and their own upbringings. These scholars believed that the
rise of mass communications and popular forms were permanently.changing our relationship to
power and authority, and to one another. There.was no longer consensus. Hall was interested in the
experience of being alive during such disruptive times. What is culture, he proposed, but an attempt

to grasp at these changes, to wrap one’s head around what is newly possibie?

Hall retained faith that culture was a site of "negoti.ation,” as he put it, a space of give and take where
intended meanings could be short-circuited. “Popular cuiture is one of the sites where this struggle for
and against a culture of the powerful is engaged: it is also the stake to be won or lost in that struggle,”
he argues. “It is the arena of consent and resistance.” In a free society, culture does not answer to
central, governmental dictates, but'itnonetheless embodies an unconscious sense of the values we
share, of what it means to be right or wrong. Over his career, Hall became fascinated with theories of
“reception” —how we decode the different messages that culture is telling us, how culture helps us
choose our own identities, He wasn‘t'merely'interested in.interpreting new forms, such as film or
television, using the tools that scholars had previously brought to bear on literature. He was interested
in understanding the various political, economic, or social forces that converged in these media. it
wasn’t merely the content or the language of the nightly news, or middlebrow magazines, that told us

what to think; it was also how they were structured, packaged, and distributed.
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Social media sometimes will control or ban the posts/accounts if the message is considered fake
pr inciting. For instance, during the US presidential campaigns, the New York Post published an
artlcle containing incriminating documents andsphetos-allegedly taken from the laptop of Hunter
Blden Joe Biden’s son, Facebook reduced distribution of the story, so it would show up less in
fpeople s feeds until fact-checkers-weighed in. In addition, Twitter, Facebook and its subsidiary
Instagram decided recentlyfo-suspend US President Donald Trump's-accounts after the pro-Trump
supporters stormed the I7S/Capitol buildifiz in Washington DC. The riot interrupted a joint
congressional session to confirm President-elect Joe Biden's election victory.

There have been pros and cons of social media’s interference with the posts on the platform of
free speech. The aboveiare just twa of the many examples. Please write in complete sentences to
answer the following quesiions:

l(1) Provide TWO different §olid reasdns why you think people areiin favor of the ban/control
decision. (10%, 200 words maximui)

[(2) Likewise, indicate TWO'different solid reasons why you think people are opposed to the
decision. (10%, 200 words'maximum)

(3)In your opinion, what can be the mi$8ing link of the"pfos and cons of the ban/control decision?
What can communication scholarship possibly contribute to the discussion? (5%, 100 words

maximum)
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