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These contradictions are also apparent in the mixed messages that Singaporean

women receive from the government, where policy initiatives and workplace culture

have not kept pace with state rhetoric around economic liberalization and

progressivism, at least in relation to gender equality. On the one hand, Singaporean

women are encouraged to become educated to pursue a career and support the

economy (at a time when highly skilled labour is at a premium in Singapore). On the ;
other hand, they are expected to also maintain their traditional domestic roles as wives

and mothers, while often not being provided with the options of childcare and flexible
part-time work that would usually accompany a high-tech economy. (25%)
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