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1. Critical Thinking and Analysis (30%)

Read the news story and the theoretical text and answer the questions that follow. You may answer in either
English or Chinese.

Good values - and offering a seat on public transport
[Global Times, November 19 2010]

The issue of showing respect to one’s elders— and offering one’s seat on public transportation — is being
discussed by members of the Chinese public again, after a woman in her 40s hurled abuse at a younger
woman who offered her a seat on-abus.

This incident occurred on/a No. 80 bus in Changchun, Northeast China’s Jilin Province, on Wednesday, when
the older woman apparently was insnlted ~ as she felt the gesture wasa sign that she seemed older than her

age.

The website Jilin.com.cn reported that the older woman may indeed have seemed older than her actual age —
and the younger woman, who was in her 20s, offered her seat immediately.

"Please have a seat here!" the girl reportedly said to the wornan.

To the surprise of other passengers, the woman was irritated by the offer: "Do I look so old? I am only in my
40s. Why do you offer your seaf to me?"

The girl explained that she had only meant 10 be polite.

"How stupid you are! Why couldn’t you guess my age correctly?" the woman was quoted as saying.
She also apparently swore at the younger woman.

According to the report, most passengers were critical of the older woman's crude behavior.

An employee surnamed Zhou of the No.80 bus was quoted by the report as saying that "The woman should
not have cursed the kind girl even if she didn’t want to thank her."
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Most net users supported the younger woman, criticizing the rudeness of the other woman.

"We should have a double check from now on to confirm that the people we offer our seat to on the bus are
truly gray-haired and wrinkled-faced," A net user wrote. “Otherwise, we may be criticized for a mistaken
offer."

A psychologist sumamed Yang at the Institute of Psychology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, told the
Global Times that the reasons behind the rage of the older woman are complicated.

The Common Place of L.aw (by Patricia Ewick and Susan-S. Silbey)

[text 1] Reconceptualizing legality as an internal and emergent feature of social life requires that we shift our
empirical focus away from law to “events and practices that seem on the face of things, removed from law, or
at least no dominated by law from the outset”. The necessity of this shift in focus has certain methodological
implications, that is, implications for where and how we go about studying legality in everyday life. (p.23)

[text 2] We looked for moments when people presented themselves as active participants in constructing or
challenging legality and moments when they expressed a feeling of powerlessness. In short, conceiving of

legality as present in and through 'our everyday lives, we.anticipated that we would find its presence in and
through the stories and accounts of our respondents. (p.27)

Questions:

1. Please discuss the news by using the conceptual framework of the paragraphs in the book of “the Common
Place of Law™.

2. There are many similar disputes over the issue of “Priority seat” recently presented in the news in Taiwan.
Please explain the reasons of this phenomenon and provide your possible solutions at both theoretical
and practical levels.
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