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Statistics is the theory and method of analyzing quantitative data obtained from samples
of observations in order to study and compare sources of variance of phenomena, to help
make decisions to accept or reject hypothesized relationships between the phenomena,
and to aid in drawing reliable inferences from empirical observations.
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There are two opposing views of science: the conventional perspective and the
socio-historical perspective. The conventional view perceives science as a mirror of
nature that presents nature without bias or distortion. The goal is to describe with the
highest degree of accuracy what the world really looks like. The science is an objective

_ referee. Its job is to resolve disagreements and distinguish what is true and correct from

- what is not. When science is unable to resolve the dispute, it only means that there is
insufficient data or information to do so. Conventionalists feel it is only a matter of time
before the truth is apparent. On the other hand, the socio-historical view sees science as a
story. Thescientists are storytellers. Here the idea is that reality can only be discovered
by the stories that can be told about it. There is no neutral arbitrator. Every story will be
flavored by the storyteller’s orientation. As a result there is no single true story.
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