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We examined children’s growth in schotl-related learning and social skills o ver the pre-Kindergarten
(pre-K) year in state-funded programs designed to prepare children for kindergarten. We expected that
children’s gains in academic and social skills could be-attributed to variations in the structural and
classroom process dimensions of program quality. Nearly 3000 (n = 2800) children were randomly
selected, four per classtoom, from approximately 700 randomly selected, state-funded pre-Kindergarten
classrooms in eleven states. Enroliment in pre-K appeared relatgd to gains$ in academic skills. Children
showed larger gains in academic outcomes when they experienced higherquality instruction or closer
teacher—child relationships. Gains were notuclated to chatacteristics of the child or program (i.e., ratio,
teacher qualifications and 'program location and length).
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Listening is traditionaily thought of as being limited to verbal exchanges. However it is important to
stretch this definition to include the many different verbal and non-verbal ways young children chose

to communicate. Malaguzzi, the former director of the pre-schools in Reggio Emilia in Northern Italy,
emphasized this diversity of expression in his phrase ‘the hundred languages of children’. Malaguzzi
also challenges adults to discover ‘the hundred ways of listening’. For example, photographs can become
the focus for ‘everyday listening’ to young children. These can provide a living record of young
children’s lives in which photographs taken for and by the children play a key role. This technique has

been developed in a particular way in an early childhood centre in London and was one of the case
studies in the review.
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