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Compelling evidence has shown that young children’s alphabet knowledge
and phonological awareness are significant predictors of their later
proficiency in reading and writing. A decade ago, many preschool teachers
did not perceive it as their role—or even see it as appropriate—to launch
young children on early steps toward literacy, including familiarizing them
with the world of print and the sounds_of language. The early childhood
profession now recognizes that gaining literacy foundations is an important
facet of children’s experience before kindergarten, although the early
literacy component stili'heeds substantial improvement inmany Classrooms.
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Ensuring that children are ready for successful school experiences is one of
the most pressing issues in early childhood policy and practice. As national,
state, and local efforts focus on school readiness, the National AsseCiation
for the Education of Young Children reaffirms its position.

A commitment to promoting universal school'readiness requires: (1) giving
all children access to the opportunities that promote school success, (2)
recognizing and supporting.children’s individual differences, and (3)
establishing reasonable and appropriate-expectations.for-what children
should be able to do when they enter school.

NAEYC also believes that it is the responsibility of schools to meet the
needs of children as they enter school and to provide whatever services are
needed to help each child reach his or her fullest potent.
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