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Read the following article taken from the Opinion column of the New York Times and answer all

questions.

The Medium Is the Medium (bv David Brooks JULY 8. 2010)

Recently, book publishers got some good news. Researchers gave 852 disadvantaged students 12 books (of

their own choosing) to take home at the end of the school year. They did this for three successive years.

Then the researchers, led by Richard Allington of the University of Tennessee. looked at those students’
test scores. They found that the students who brought the books home had significantly higher reading
scores than other students. These students were less affected by the “summer slide™ — the decline that
especially afflicts lower-income students duTinggthéswvaeation, months. In fact. just having those 12 books

seemed to have as much positive effect as atiending summer school.

This study. along with many otherswillustrates the tremendous power of+books. We already knew, from
research in 27 countries, that kids who growtp in a home.with 500 books stay in school longer and do
better. This new study suggests that introducing books into homes that may not have them also produces
significant educational pains.

Recently. Internet mavens got some bad news. Jacob Vigdor and Helen Ladd of Duke’s Sanford School of
Public Policy examined eomputer use among a half-million 5th through 8th/graders in North Carolina.
They found that the spread of home, computers and high-spegd Anternet access was associated with

significant declines in math and reading seores.

This study, following up on others. finds that broadband.access is not necessarily good for kids and may be
harmful to their academic. performance. And this study wused data from 2000 to 2005
before Twitter and Facebook took off.

These two studies feed into the debate that is now surrounding Nicholas Carr’s book, “The Shallows.” Carr
argues that the Internet is leading to a short-attention-span culture. He cites a pile of research showing that
the multidistraction, hyperlink world degrades people’s abilities to engage in deep thought or serious

contemplation.

Carr’s argument has been challenged. His critics point to evidence that suggests that playing computer
games and performing Internet searches actually improves a person’s ability to process information and

focus attention. The Internet. they say. is a boon to schooling. not a threat.
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But there was one interesting observation made by a philanthropist who gives books to disadvantaged kids.
It’s not the physical presence of the books that produces the biggest impact. she suggested. It’s the change
in the way the students sce themselves as they build a home library. They see themselves as readers. as

members of a different group.

The Internet-versus-books debate is conducted on the supposition that the medium is the message. But
sometimes the medium is just the medium. What matters is the way people think about themselves while
engaged in the two activities. A person who becomes a citizen of the literary world enters a hierarchical

universe. There are classic works of literaturé”at thestop.and*beach reading at the bottom.

A person enters this world as a novice, and slowly studies the works ol great writers and scholars. Readers
immerse themselves in deep,alternative worlds and hope to gain some lasting wisdom. Respect is paid to

the writers who transmit that wisdom.

A citizen of the Internet has a very different experience. The Internct smashes hierarchy and is not marked
by deference. Maybe it would be different if it had beenvinvented in Vietorian England. but Internet culture
is set in contemporary America. Internct culture is cgalitarian. The young are more accomplished than the
old. The new media is supposedly savvier than the old media. The dominant activity is free-wheeling,

disrespectful, antiauthority disputation.

These different cultures foster different “types of learning. .The great essayist Joseph Epstein once
distinguished between being well informed, being hip and-being cultivated. The Internet helps you become
well informed — knowledgeable about current events, the latest controyersies and important trends. The
Internet also helps you become hip —~to learn about what's going on. as Epstein writes. “in those lively

waters outside the boring mainstream.”

But the literary world is still better at helping you become cultivated. mastering significant things of lasting
import. To learn these sorts of things, you have to defer to greater minds than your own. You have to take

the time to immerse yourself in a great writer’s world. You have to respect the authority of the teacher.

Right now. the literary world is better at encouraging this kind of identity. The Internet culture may

produce better conversationalists. but the literary culture still produces better students.
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It's better at distinguishing the important from the unimportant. and making the important more

prestigious.

Perhaps that will change. Already, more “old-fashioned™ outposts are opening up across the Web. It could
be that the real debate will not be books versus the Internet but how to build an Internet counterculture that

will better attract people to serious learning.

https:/www.nytimes,.com/2010/07/09/opinion/09brooks.htmi?searchResultPosition=1

1. Answer all questions:

(a) Brooks discusses many societal issues_in-this-aiticle. Name at least, THREE of them and

explain the authgr’s point of view on each. (30%)

(b) Brooks presents studies to support his ideas in this article. Do you think these studies are

convincing? Why or why not? (20%)

2. Write a response essay.of at least three paragraphs based on the sifuation in Taiwan. In the
essay, you should voice your agreement or disagreement. You should also explain why you
(dis)agree. Do not exceed 600 words. (50%)
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I. British Literature (60%)

Essay Questions: Choose ANY TWO of the following questions and present your answer/argument in
essay format (each 30%)

1. Please choose two works suggested below to compare and contrast the nature of revenge and crime born

out of ignorance, circumstance, power, desire, or terrorism.

Suggested works: Beowulf, Hamlet, Frankenstein, Great Expectations, Wuthering Heights, The Rime of

the Ancient Mariner,

2. Although written more than 250 years apart in different styles, both John Milton’s Paradise Lost and
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World aimt6"define whateonstitutes a utopia. Please compare or contrast

these two works and develop your argument on the concept of utopia/dystopia in British literature.

3. Please compare and contrastthe portrayal of marriage in two works-{rom different periods of time. What
cultural differences, critical aims and methods-emerge from the treatmentiof similar theme(s) and

concern(s)?

I1. American Literature (40%)
1. Choose ANY TWO of the following terms. Discuss each in detail and flesh out your answer with specific

references to relevant literary texts. (20%)
A. Beat Generation

Gilded Age

Great Awakening

Harlem Renaissance

Vorticism

Lost Generation

Frontier

mOMmU 0w

Transcendentalism

2. Ever since the first encounter with Native Americans in the early 17® century, race has long been a hotly
contested issue in American literature. To what extent can those “people of color” be distinguished from
the “white race™? Are those “foreign elements” entitled to be assimilated into the so-called “melting pot™?
If “melting pot” is neither an apt descriptor nor a grand vision for a multicultural society, then how can
the “hyphenated Americans™ secure a place in the mosaic-like “salad bow!”? The civic rights movement
started up by African Americans in 1950s and other concurrent struggle for recognition prove that these
questions have yet to be properly answered. Choose TWO relevant literary texts (of any genre, from any
period you prefer) and discuss in detail how they address the thorny race issues. (20%)
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I. Read the following three sonnets written by different English/American poets of different
historical periods. Answer the following questions respectively in essay style : (50%)
A. Explain the introduction of the sonnet form as a literary genre into English literature.
(10%)
B. In what way(s) does Shakespeare endow his sonnet quoted below with innovative
and/or reformist spirit? (10%)
C. In what way(s) does Shakespeare’s couplet differ from its preceding stanzas/quatrains,
octave or sestet in the entire sonnet poem? (10%)
D. What is Wordsworth’s attitude toward-and/er.evaluation of sonnet as a literary form?
(10%)
E. What is Billy Collins’ attitude toward and/or evaluation of sonnet as a literary form?
(10%)
“Sonnet 130” by William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
My mistress’ eyes are nothing likethe sun;
Coral is far more red than her lips® red;
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;
If hairs be wires,iblack wires grow on her/head.
I have seen roses. damask’d, red ‘and white;
But no such roses see Mn. her cheeks;
And in some perfumes is there more delight
Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.
I love to hearther speak, yet well [ know
That music hath a far more pleasing sound;
I grant [ never saw a goddess go;
My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground:
And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare
As any she belied with false compare.
i — EERRBEE AT o
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“Scorn not the Sonnet” by William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

Scorn not the Sonnet; Critic, you have frowned,
Mindless of its just honours; with this key
Shakespeare unlocked his heart; the melody

Of this small lute gave ease to Petrarch's wound;
A thousand times this pipe did Tasso sound;
With it Camoens soothed an exile's grief;

The Sonnet glittered a gay-mystle leaf

Amid the cypress with.which Dante ¢rowned
His visionary brow: a glow-worm lamp,

It cheered.mild Spenser, called from Faery-land
To struggle through dark ways;.and, whea a damp
Fell' round the path of Milton, in his hand

The Thing became a trumpet; whence hetblew
Soul-animating strains—alas, too-few!

“Sonnet” by Billy Collins (1941- )

All we need is fourteen lines, well, thirtéen now,
and after this next onejust a dozen

to launch a little ship on love's storm-tossed seas,
then onlyten more left like rows of beans.

How easily itsgoes unless youget Elizabethan
and insist the iambic bongos must be piayed

and rhymes positioned at the ends of lines,

one for every station of the cross.

But hang on here while we make the turn

into the final six where all will be resolved,
where longing and heartache will find an end,
where Laura will tell Petrarch to put down his pen,
take off those crazy medieval tights,

blow out the lights, and come at last to bed.
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ure, Taiwan) 2020 International
Conference teases out a good number of English/American literary works that have largely
drawn on the concept of dream in a variety of manners:

The history of English and American literature is punctuated by descriptions of dreams in all

I1. The Call for Papers of EALA -(English and American Literat

their guises and disguises. William Shakespeare’s 4 Midsummer Night's Dream explores the
comedy that arises when human beings encounter mischievous fairies. Horace Walpole
maintains that one particular dream inspires him to write The Castle of Otranto, arguably the
first Gothic novel in English literature. As a co-author of Lyrical Ballads and founding figure
of British Romanticism, Samuel Jaylor=@eleridge sometimes considers himself a loyal
scrivener of his transient oriental dreams. WhenJane Eyre tells Rochester that she has strange
dreams and when Lockwoodis sleep is disturbed. by wuthering nightmares, we see how

important such altered states of consciousness are for the two Bionté sisters. This interest in the

peculiar working of mind flourishes in-the twenticth ceniury, when Virginia Woolf, James Joyce
and T. S. Eliot experiment with the Protean ways through which words capture the intricate and
interwoven 'streaming of human consciousness. American literature celebrates and dramatizes
the power of dreams with no less fervor than its English counterpart. From Washington Irving’s
short story “Rip Van Winkle” to Walt Whitman’s poems, from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essays
to William Faulkner’s novels, writers after writers investigate what happen when our banal
quotidian expericfices are\unsettled by defiant fantasies or unquicted by a spiritual yearning for
a world better or braver. Sueh ‘yearning also finds itself in the notion known as “The American
Dream.” When novelists, poets and"playwrights‘explore what this grandiose ideal signifies for
them, they not only popularize this sanguine idealism, but they also encourage their readers to

probe into the latent utopian and dystopian characters involved in such a celebrated term.

Based on your personal reading experience, choose your own TWO English/American literary
works/texts that are pertinent to the notion of dream, consciousness, unconsicousness, Or
subconsciousness, as demonstrated in the above thematic statement. Compare and contrast their
similarities and differences from the following perspectives in essay style: (50%)

A) the authors’ historical backgrounds (10%)

B) the authors’ modes of characterization (10%)

C) the authors’ thematic concerns (10%)

D) the authors’ special technical dimensions (10%)

E) your personal preference between the two works and your reason(s) (10%)
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1. According to Nation (2007), the activities in a language course can be classified into four strands: (1)
meaning-focused input, (2) meaning-focused output, (3) language-focused learning, and (4) fluency
development. These four strands should be equally balanced in a well-designed course. Explain the goal
of each strand and provide at least one example for each type of activity. (25%)

2. One of the current approaches for teaching listening is the practice of autonomous listening. First,
discuss the major features of this type of listening practice. Then suggest ways that teachers can do to
help students develop autonomous listening. (25%)

3. Please define “error’ and “mistake.” Listthree types of common writing errors and mistakes made by the
English learners. Explain what kinds of corrective feedback can be provided. (20%)

4. Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)-has become a trend in language education in Taiwan.
What are the goals of enacting CLIL? How is language learning viewed? Please use an example to
illustrate what a CLIL class might be like in your teaching context, and analyze its advantages and
disadvantages. (30%)
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I. Short Answers: (20%)

Give examples to illustrate the differences between an argument and an adjunct. (5%)
What is a natural class of sounds? Give examples. (5%)
What is an indirect speech act? Give examples. (5%)

W N

Give examples to illustrate the differences between semantic extensions and semantic reductions. (5%)

I. Essay Questions:  (80%)

1. What are the factors that could lead to language change? s language change bad? Why or why not?
(15%)

2. Consider the followingstatement and explain why this is'a misconception. (10%)

Every language consists of one “correct” dialect from which all other “inferior” or “substandard”

dialects depart.

3. A negative prefix in English: Consider the following English words, each of which includes a prefix spelled

in- or im-:
inanimate imbalance indecisive infamous
indignity ineligible invalid impossible
inordinate impartial impractical insufferable

(1) What determines for each of the adjectives or noun roots whether the negative prefix is im- or in-?
(4%)

(2) Now consider the following words. What two different pronunciations of the negative prefix occur in
these words? What accounts for the variant pronunciations?  (4%)

incomplete inconclusive inconsistency inconvenient

incoherent ingratitude inconsiderate incompetence
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(3) For each of the following words, write its negative form: (6%)

legible legitimate
resistible literate
regular rational

(4) State the generalizations about the distribution of the allomorphs of this negative prefix. (6%)

4. Consider the following passage. If a student asks you to explain why in one instance several is followed

by of and in another instance it isn’t, how would you explain?  (15%)

The Chinese have given a pair of pandas to the Bronx Zoo. They have had several offspring. Several of the

offspring have been sent to otherzoos around the country.

5. Consider the following sentences from (A)to (E) produced by some EFL students.

(1) Correct the sentences. Then, explain how you will make the'students aware of the errors.  (15%)

(A) *The girl whom is walking toward us is.my sister.

(B) *The man who John hit him is on the ground.

(C) *The student sits next to Jane is sick.

(D) *That Mary is wrapping the package is for Christmas.
(E) *I like people they are friendly.

(2) How would you explain the difference between the following two sentences in (F) and (G) to the
students? (5%)

(F) The person that called to you was a stranger.

(G) The person that you called to was a stranger.
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