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3. Write an outline of the following article.  (25%)
Can People Be Judged by Their Appearance?

Everyone knows that a human being, like a chicken, comes from an egg. At a very early stage, the human
embryo forms a three-layered tube, the inside layer of which grows into the stomach and lungs, the middle layer
into bones, muscles, joints, and blood vessels, and the outside layer into the skin and nervous system.

Usually these three grow about equally, so that the average human being is a fair mixture of brains, muscles,
and inward organs. In some eggs, however, oneddyer growS'mgre that the others, and when the angels have
finished putting the child together, he may have more gut than brain, or more brain than muscle. When this
happens, the individual’s activities will often be mostly with the overgrown layer.

We can thus say that whileHe average human being is a mixture, some'people are mainly
“digestion-minded,” some “museles-minded,” and-sote “brain=minded,” and corréspondingly digestion-bodied,
muscle-bodied, or brain-bodied. The digestion-bodied peoplelook thick; the muscle-bodied people look wide;
and the brain-bodied people look long. This does not:imean the taller a man is the brainier he will be. It means
that if a man, even a short man, looks long rather than wide or thick, he will often be more concerned about what
goes on I his mind than about what he dogs or what he eats; but the key factor is slenderness and not height. On
kthe other hand, a man who gives the impression of being thick rather than long or wide will usually be more
interested in a good steak than ina good idea or a good long walk.

Medical men use Greek words to describe these types of body-build.  For the man whose body shape
mostly depends on the inside layer of the egg, they vse-the.word endomorph. If it depends mostly upon the middle
layer, they call him a mesomorph., 'If it depends upon the outside layer, they call him a ectomorph. We can see
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lthe same roots in our English words'‘enters,” “medium,” and “ectit.”

Since the inside skin of the humatiegg, or endedermisforms theinfler organs of the belly, the viscera, the
endomorph is usually belly-minded; since the middle skin forms the body tissues, or soma, the mesomorph is
usually muscle-minded; and since the outside skin forms the brain, or cerebrum, the ectomorph is usually
brain-minded. Translating this into Greek, we have the viscerotonic endomorph, the somatotonic mesomorph,
and the cerebrotonic ectomorph.

Words are beautiful things to a cerebrotonic, but a viscerotonic knows you cannot eat a menu no matter what
language it is printed in, and a somatotonic knows you cannot increase your chest expansion by reading a
dictionary. So it is advisable to leave these words and see what kind of people they actually apply to,
remembering again that most individuals are fairly equal mixtures and that what we have to say concerns only the
extremes. Up to the present, these types have been thoroughly studied only in the male sex.

Viscerotonic endomorph. If a man is definitely a thick type rather than a broad or long type, he is likely to

[pe round and soft, with a big chest but a bigger belly. He would rather eat than breathe comfortably. He is
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likely to have a wide face, short and thick neck, big thighs and upper arms, and small hands and feet. He has
Lverdeveloped breasts and looks as though he were blown up a little like a balloon. His skins is soft and smooth,
and when he get bald, as he does usually quite early, he loses the hair in the middle of his head first.

The short, jolly, thickset, red-faced politician with a cigar in his mouth, who always looks a though he were
labout to have a stroke, is the best example of this type. The reason he often makes a good politician is that he
[likes people, banquets, baths, and sleep; he is easygoing, soothing, and his feelings are easy to understand. ...
Somatotonic mesomorph. 1f a man is definitely a broad type rather than a thick or long type, he is likely
to be rugged and have lots of muscle. He is apt to have big forearms and legs, and his chest and belly are well
formed and firm, with the chest bigger than the belly. He would rather breathe than eat. He has a bony head,
big shoulders, and a square jaw. His skin is thick, gofirse, and elastic, and tans easily. If he gets bald, usually starts
on the head.

Dick Tracy, Li’l Abner, and other men of action belong to this type. Such people make good lifeguards and
construction workers. They like to"put out-energy. They have lots of musclcspand they like to use them. They
go in for adventure, exercise, fighting, and getting the Upper hand., They are bold and unrestrained, and love to
fmaster the people and things around them. Tfthe psychiatrist knows'the things which give such people
satisfaction, he is able to understand why they may be unhappy in eertain situations.

Cerebrotonic ectomorph. The man who is definitely a long type 18 likely to have thin bones and muscles.
His shoulders are apt to sag and he has a flat belly with a dropped stomach, and long, weak legs. His neck and
fingers are long, and his face is'shaped like'a long egg.. His skin is thin, dry, and pale, and he rarely gets bald.

He looks like an absent-minded professor and often is one.

Though such people are jumpy, they like te keep their energy and.don’t fancy moving around much. They
would rather sit quietly by themselves and keep out of difficuities. . Trouble upscts them, and they run away from
it. Their friends don’t understand them very well. They move jerkily and fecljerkily. The psychiatrist who
understands how easily they become anxious is often able to help them get along better in the sociable and
aggressive world of endomorphs and mesomorphs.

In the special cases where people definitely belong to one type or another, then, one can tell a good deal
about their personalities from their appearance. When the human mind is engaged in one of its struggles with
itself or with the world outside, the individual’s way of handling the struggle will be partly determined by his
ftype. If heis a viscerotonic, he will often want to go to a party where he can eat and drink and be in good
company at a time when he might be better off attending to Pusiness; the somatotonic will want to go out and do
something about it, master the situation, even if what he does is foolish and not properly figured out, while the
cerebrotonic will go off by himself and think it over, when perhaps he would be better off doing something about
it or seeking good company to try to forget it.

Since the personality characteristics depend on the growth of the layers of the little egg from which the
If:rson developed, they are very difficult to change. Nevertheless, it is important for the individual to know about

ese types, so that he can have at least an inkling of what to expect from those around him, and can make
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allowances for the different kinds of human nature, and so that he can become aware of and learn to control his

own natural tendencies, which may sometimes guide him into making the same mistakes over and over again in

handling his difficulties.
[source: Eric Berne (1947), Mind in Action]

4. Summarize the article given above, “Can People Be Judged by Their Appearance?”, in a paragraph

around gowords. (25%)
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1. Many British authors have tried, often through quite different strategies, to come
to terms with the issues of modernity and urbanization in their literary works.
Choose FOUR of the following authors and construct a coherent argument that
compares and contrasts their positions: Thomas Carlyle, Charles Dickens, Oscar
Wilde, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce. (30%)

2. Literature has long been an imaginary venue where authors may freely probe or
enter into the recesses of human psychology. But is the so-called psychology a
universal given, shared by all races and nations, or is it contingent on each
author’s localized and historicall¥” speeificundegstanding of what constitutes
“human nature”? Choose FOQUR authors/textsiout,of the following groups and
discuss how their understandings of psychology or human nature coalesce or
depart from onedhother: (30%)

(1) William Shakespeare, Ham /et

(2) Samuel Taylor Coleridge, C/ristabel
(3) Emily Bronté, Wuthering Heights

(4) George Eliot, Daniel Deronda

(5) Joseph Conrady, The Heurt of Darkness
(6) T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land

(7) Ian McEwan, Afonement

3. Nature is a recurrent thematic element in the major literary works of American
romanticism. Choose ANY TWO of the following authors.and discuss how they
represent AND conceptudhzenature”in theitwerks=Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Nathanie]l Hawthorne, Henry David Thoreau, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman.
(20%)

4. Commodification of culture is a matter of great concern at least for four most
influential poets of American modernism: Ezra Pound, Wallace Stevens, Robert

Frost Choose ANY TWO of the above poets and discuss how
they assess and react to the pervasive influence of capital on poetry writing.

(20%)
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Consider this translation by Ezra Pound of aLi Po( £ & )lyric. Will you consider this
poem merely a literal translation of Chinese poetry? Or will you consider this poem to
some extent bespeaks Pound’s own poetics? Please explain and develop your
argument based on an analysis of the poem. (25%)

“The River-Merchant’s Wife: A Letter’
By Ezra Pound (1885-1972) After $E4 47 ) by Li Po(/04-762)

While my hair was still.eut straight across my forehead
I played about the front gate, pulling flowers.

You came by on bamboo stilts, playing horse,

You walked about/my seat, playing with blue plums.
And we went on living in the village of Chokan:

Two small people, without dislike or Suspicion.

At fourteen I married My Lord you.

I never laughed, being bashful.

Lowering my head, I looked at the wall.

Called to, a thousand times, I never looked back.

At fifteen I stopped scowling,

I desired my dust to be mingled with yours
Forever and forever, and forever.

Why should I climb the look out?

At sixteen you departed
You went into far Ku-to-yen, by the river of swirling eddies,
And you have been gone five months.

The monkeys make sorrowful noise overhead.
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You dragged your feet when you went out.

By the gate now, the moss is grown, the different mosses,
Too deep to clear them away!

The leaves fall early this autumn, in wind.

The paired butterflies are already yellow with August
Over the grass in the West garden;

They hurt me. I grow older.

If you are coming down through the narrows of the river Kiang,
Please let me know beforehand,

And I will come out tomeetyou

As far as Cho-fo-Sa.

Source: Selected Poems (1957)
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Choose ONE suggested topic listed below to develop your argument, Compare or

contrast the writers/the works, and make some evaluation. (25%)

a. Susan Glaspell’s Trifles was written almost forty years after Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s

House. In Glaspell’s play, the relationship between men and women is as

oppressive.asin Ibsen’s, although the setting, the time and space, and the chosen

method of escape are different.

b. James Joyce’s {The Dead™.can be compared to Henrik lbsen's A Doll’s House. Both

depict a woman’s struggle to become emotionally independent of the husband

who seeks to control her. In both cases, there are secrets involved in the wife’s

past.

c. Examples of regionalism can be fetindhin the writings6f Willa Cather, Kate Chopin,

William Faulkner, and Eudora Welty. Choose a critical approach to develop your

argument on the writer(s) suggested.

d. Although each of these poem:s tells a story, what happens in the poem isn’t

necessarily obvious: for example, T. S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Afred Prufrock”

and Robert Browning

7 “”

S

Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister.” Choose a critical

approach to illuminate such issues as the character’s situation in life, attitudes

towards others and self, etc.
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:EL ‘ It is hardly necessary for me to cite all the evidence of
the depressing state of literacy. These figures from the Depart-
ment of Education are sufficient: 27 million Americans cannot
read at all, and a further 35 million read at a level that is less
than sufficient to survive in our society.

But my own worry today is less that of the overwhelm-
ing problem of elemental literacy than it is of the slightly more
luxurious problem of the decline in the skills even of the
middle-class reader, of his unwillingness to afford those
spaces of silence, those luxuries of domesticity and time and
concentration, that surround the image of the classic act of
reading. It has been suggested that almost 80 percent of Amer-
ica’s literate, educated teenagers=can no longer read without
an attendant noise (musi€) 1n.the-backgreund or a television
screen flickering at the corner of their fieid of perception. We
know very little aboiit the cortex and how it.deals with simul-
taneous conflicting'input, but every common-sense hunch sug-
gests we should be profoundly alarmed. This breach of.con-
centration, silence, solitude goes to the very heart of our
notion of literacy; this new form of parst-reading, of pat-
perception against background distraction, renders impossi-
ble' certain essential acts of apprehension and ‘concentra-
tion, let alone that' most important tribute any human being
can pay to a poem or a piece of prose he.or she really loves,
which is to learn it by heart. Not by.brain, by heart; the ex-
pression is vital.

Answer the following guestions. 50%
1. Explain the following excerpts. inyour own words. 10%
a. Unwillingness to afford those spaces-ofsitence; those luxuries of domesticity
and time and concentration
b. Renders impossible certain essential acts of comprehension and
concentration
2. According to the author, which problem, illiteracy or underliteracy, is more
serious in America? Why? 10%
3. What does the author mean when he writes, “Not by brain, by heart; the
expression is vital”? How does he play on the expression “by heart”? 20%
4. What is the effect of wording of the opening sentence? Why does the author
write that “it is hardly necessary” to say what he clearly feels is extremely

necessary to say? 10%
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