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WALLACE STEVENS (1879-1955)

The Man with the Blue Guitar

I

The man bent over his guitar,
A shearsman of sorts. The day was green.

They said, “You have a blue guitar,
You do not play things as they ar€”

The man replied, “Things af they'are 5
Are changed upon _ghe"SHic guitar”

And they said then, “But play, you_mifist,
A tune beyond us, yet ourselves;

A tune upon| the blue guitar
Of things exactly as they are.” 10

II

I cannot bring a'wozld quite,round,
Although I patchfit as'I can,

I sing a hero’s head, large eye
And bearded bronze, but not a man,

Although I patch hirfias"lican T

And reach through him algost to'man,

If to serenade almost to man
Is to miss, by that, things as they are,

Say that it is the serenade

I

Ah, but to play man number one,
To drive the dagger in his heart,

Teylay his brain upon the board
Amd pick the acrid colors out,

"0 nail his thought across the door, 25
1ts wings spread Wide_to rain and snow;,

To strike his living hi and ho,
To uck 1t;tock it, turn it true,

1o bang it fromia savage blte,
Jangling the metal of the strings . . . 30

v

So thats life jthén: things‘as they are?
It picksiits wagon the blue guitar.

Al o people on oue string?
And all their manner in the thing,

And all their manpér, right or wrong, 35
fnd altheir gsnner, weak and strong?

The feelings crazily, craftily call,
Life a buzzing of flies in autumn air,

And that’s life, then: things as they are,

Of a man that plays a blue guitar. 20 This buzzing of the blue guitar. 1936 40
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Pablo Picasso (Spanish, 1881-1973). The Old Guitarist. 1903—4. Oil on panel. 122.9 X 82.6 cm.
Helen Birch Bartlett Memorial Collection. 1926.253. Photograph © The Art Institute of Chicago. All
rights reserved. © 2002 Estate of Pablo Picasso/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.
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2 Read the following poem by John Donne and then answer each of the four

questions.

Death, be not prgt

(1.) Identify the figtire
(2.) Discuss the tone of the poem. 10%
(3.) Explain the relationship between the form and the content of the poem. 10%

(4.) What is the theme of the poem? 25%
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Answer the following questions in English. The score you earn for each question

will be based on the thoroughness of the answer.

1. The ability to write effectively in English is a major concern in English language
learning. However, L2 writing is not just a matter of language. It is said to be an
activity with social, cultural, and cognitive aspects. Do you agree or not? Explain

grounds for your stance.  (25%)

2. Choose three vocabulary leafning strategies that you, think are most useful in
remembering a word once'it has been introduced. Explain what types of word
knowledge theyaddress (meaning; form, grammar, or discourse);.and what kinds
of process they involve (memory, cognitive, compensation, metacognitive,

affective, or social). (25%)

3. Many curriculum designers have'been taking mote of a whole language approach
whereby fours skills are tréated as closely interrelated in acorrse: The Episode
Hypothesis is one of possibleiintegrated approaches ¢ommonly found in textbooks.
Provide an example that trulyccflects the spirit.of this approach and explain in
detail how this example contributesito integrated-skills teaching. (2 ¢ % )

4. Imagine a given teachénuses'some innoVative reading matérials in his class because
he believes that these are superior to the traditional ones. He would like to convince
his colleagues that the new materials are more effective than the traditional ones,
hence testing his students in this class with a standardized test at the beginning of
the term as well as the end. He thinks if his students’ test scores improve
significantly, he can provide convincing evidence to prove that his students indeed
have had the benefit of the innovative materials. Is this teacher’s way of proving

the effectiveness of his innovative materials convincing to you? (2§ %% )
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Answer ALL of the following gquestions.

define what a word is based on your answer. (15%)

cock-a-doodle-doo, easily, un-Clintonish, hardly, antirehabilitationist, came, dogged, keep notes on
(all the expenses), keep tabs on (all the expemnsCs), 1oo Memy cooks spoil the broth, conceivable,

breaking, highness, pigeons, carrot.

0. Say carefully the following paits of-words and answer the questions followed. (15%)

(a) strategy strategic
photograph  photographic
democrat democratic

(b) absent absentee
pay payee
employ employee

(c) wide width
long length
broad  breadth

(d) Mongol Mongolian
grammar grammarian

Shakespeare Shakespearian

(e) sane sanity
vain vanity
extreme extremity
verbose verbosity
divine divinity

profound profundity

(1) Identify the affix in each pair, and state the base (part-of-speech) to which each affix is attached in each case.
(2) Describe the phonological effects on the base caused by the addition of affix.

1. Which of the following items may or may not need to be listed in a dictionary of modern English? Why? Then

# O & M & # X
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(2)

(b)

process. (10%)

short-sleeved (shirt)
one-eyed (captain)
red-nosed (reindeer)
green-roofed (house)
three-legged (desk)
red-haired (lady)

*two-carred (family) (intended meaning ‘a family with two ears’)
*big-shepherd dogged (woman) (intended meaning ‘a woman with a big shepherd dog’)

unoptimistic ~*unpessimistic

unwell *unill
unloved *unhated
unhappy *unsad
unwise *unfoolish

(a) This is a risky business.

(b) Those are atomic scientists.
(c) *Those scientists are atomig.
(d) *Jack the Ripper, the killer, was serial.
(e) He is the presidential assistant.
(f) The assistant was presidential.
(g) Jane’s former boss is in Jail.
(h) *Jane’s boss is former.

(i) The baby is asleep.

(j) *This is the asleep baby.
(k)*Bill is being tall.

(1) Bill is being noisy.

(m) That old, tan stool is mine.
(n) *That stool is old, tan.

3. Study the following sets of words and state semantic considerations on the application of word formation

4. Study the following sentences and state generalizations about the syntagtie behavior of adjectives. (10%)
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5. In early Modern English, there were two functioning second person pronouns: thou and ye. (15%)
(1) Thou and ye were used by different social groups to address people from social groups other than their
own. What are the possible social constraints in using these two pronouns?
(2) Thou has been lost from general use in English, but ye (in the form of you) has survived. What are the

possible reasons that have caused this change?
(3) Give a contrastive analysis of the use of #% and 4 in Mandarin Chinese, and explain why the
sociolinguistic opposition between #¢ and /£ has been maintained in Chinese society.

[English data are adapted from William O’Grady, Michae! Pebrovolsky, and Francis Katamba (1996: 590)]

6. T he following table presents thé consonant inventory of children atage two and age four. (10%)

(1) Describe the patterns in this table.
(2) Explain why such relative order of sound acquisition emerges.

Table-1: Consonant inventory of children at age two and age four

Age two Age four :
Stops p, b, t, d%, gym,n p.B.t,dk g @073
Fricatives f,s f4s,zl
Affricates -- tf, d3
Other w LT

[The above data are adapted fron William O'Grady, Michael Dobroyo!sky, and Francis Katamba (1996:
468-9)]

7. The following sentences show that non-linguistic knowledge and beliefs play an important role in identifying
the speaker’s meaning. Describe the contextual factors that would help to determine who “he” is.  (10%)
a. The judge denied the prisoner’s request because he was cautious.
b. The judge denied the prisoner’s request because he was dangerous.

c. The judge denied the prisoner’s request because he was smart.
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3. Bach of the following two examples contains a conversational implicature. (15%)

(1) What is the implicature for each example?
(2) Which maxim(s) of the Cooperative Principle is (are) related? How is (are) the maxim(s) implemented?

Example-1
A: Did you get hold of John?

B: I tried.
Example-2
A: Did you enjoy the meal?
B: The soup was lumpy, the veg
and the waiter was rude.

&d, the steak was gristly, the desert was musty,

# 2 l) M M A % X




