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1. Please summarize the following essay in Chinese. (25 pts)

2. Please make comments on the following essay in Chinese. (25 pts)

Social constructivism is a sociological theory of knowledge that applies the general philosophical
constructionism into social settings, wherein groups construct knowledge for one another, collaboratively
creating a small culture of shared artifacts with shared meanings. When one is immersed within a culture
of this sort, one is learning all the time about how to be a part of that culture on many levels. Tts origins

are largely attributed to Lev Vygotsky.

Social constructivism is closely reldted to social constructionisim in the sense that people are working
together to construct artifacts. However, there is an important difference®social constructionism focuses
on the artifacts that aré created through the.soeial interactions of a group, while social constructivism

focuses on an individual's learning that takes place because of their interactions.in'g group.

A very simple example is an object like a cup. The object can be used for many things, but its shape does
suggest some 'knowledge' about carrying liguids. A more complex example is an online course - not only
do the 'shapes’ of the Software tools indicate certain things:about the way online gourses should work, but
the activities and texts preduced sithin the group as a whole willlhelp shapgfhow each person behaves

within that group.

Social constructivism has been studied by.many edueational psychologists, who are concerned with its
implications for teaching and learning. Constructivism forms one of the major theories (behaviourism,
social learning. constructivism and social constructivism) of child development, arising from the work of
Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive @exglopment=Plagétis stage theory(describing four successive stages of
development) also became known as constructivism, because he believed children needed to construct an
understanding of the world for themselves. This contrasts with behaviourism (learning theory) in which
the development arises from specific forms of learning, the child being seen as a passive recipient of
environmental influences that shape its behaviour. Piaget's theory saw children as possessing active
agency rather than being passive receptacles. Social constructivism extends constructivism by
incorporating the role of other actors and culture in development. In this sense it can also be contrasted

with social learning theory by stressing interaction over observation.

(Excerpted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_constructivism)
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Please summarize the following essay in Chinese. (25 pts)

4. Please make comments on the following essay in Chinese. (25 pts)

Design-Based Research (DBR) is a type of research methodology associated with a movement in
education called the Learning Sciences. Within Design-Based Research methodology, interventions are
conceptualized and then implemented in natural settings in order to test the ecological validity of
dominant theory and to generate new theorie®™@hd [rarieworks for conceptualizing learning, instruction,

design processes, and educational reforpd’

Methodologically, the Learning"Sciences is distinguished from othetfieids that study learning in humans
in its methodological teatment of the subjects of its study, leamers, their localities. and their communities.
The Design-Based Resgarch methodology is often employéd, by Learning Scientists in their inquiries
because this methodologieal framework considers the subject of study to be a complex system involving
emergent properties that arise from thé interaction of more variables than are initially known to
researchers, including variables stemming from the researchers themselves (Brown, 1992). As such rather
than attempting to iSolate all the 'various_factorssthat unpact learhing as in traditional research, the
learning sciences employ, design based research methodologies which appeal tofan approach to the study
of learning — in particular huiman learning both inside and outside ot 8ehoo! € that embraces the complex
system nature of leaming systems. Leartung Scientists often look af the interactions amongst variables as
key components to studylyet, acknowledge ‘thatwithin tearning environments the interactions are often
oo complex to study all ‘or completely understand This stance has beer, validated by the findings of
Cronbach and Snow (1977),which suggest that Aptitude-Treatment Interactions. where variables are
isolated in effort to determine What factors “mosi#™in{l uenee learning®will not be informative but rather
inaccurate and potentially misleading if used as a ground for educational decisions or educational
research of complex leaming situations such as those characteristic of human beings in their lived

experiences.

(Excerpted from htip:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desi gn-Based Research)
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