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1. JUDGE REJECTS NEW YORK BAN ON SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

In a victory for same-sex marriage advocates, a New York state judge
ruled today that denying gay couples licenses to marry violates the State
Constitution, and she ordered the city to begin issuing licenses in March
unless a higher court intervened.
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In a 62-page decision, the first in New York State to affirm the rights
of gays to marry, Justice Doris Ling-Cohan of State Supreme Court wrote
that New York State's Domestic Relations Law, which dates to the 19th
century, is unconstitutional. The law, she wrote, violates gay couples’
rights to equal protection under the law.

A spokesman for Gov. George Pataki said after learning of Justice
Ling-Cohan's ruling, "The governor. strongly believes that the judge's
decision is wrong," adding that "New York's maafriage laws are clear that
marriage is between a man and a woman." (30%) |

2 SUING COLLEGE STUDENTS FOR ILLEGAL MUSIC
DOWNLOADING | -

g Recently, and centroversially, the recording industry has switched
tactics in its fight against. illegal downloading. Despite fear of a public
relations debacle, it is planning to sue student downloaders.

First, however, it must identify them, and gather evidence of their
illegal activity. Toward this end, subpoenas have already been sent to a
number of universities and Internet Service Providers. Hundreds more are
expected in Septembe'r, after school starts.

Meanwhile, the Recording Industry Institute of America (RIAA) has
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not only led the fight for these lawsuits, but also joined together with
campus administrators to educate students on the law and the
consequences of violating it. (30%)
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