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Please read the following news and discuss whether current laws that define marriage as between a

“wnan and a women is unconstitutional. (3 A ¥ XX » 46 25%)

International Herald Eribune

January 6, 2013, 2:42 AM

Hints of Taiwan Leading the Way on Same-Sex Marriage in Asia
By Didi Kirsten Tatlow

BELJING - Will Taiwan become the first pléCe inpASiaito.ledalize same-sex marriage in 2013?

Perhaps, judging from recent deyelopments on the island, where the legislature has held its first
hearings on the issue, a movethat signifies "a major step towards becoming the first Asian territory to
approve marriage equality.” the Shanghai-based Web site.Shanghaiist repoitcd, citing Gay Star News.
In another sign that change may be on the way for Taiwan, senior judges recent!y. asked for advice from
the country's constitutional court, the Grand Justices, on-whetherito legalize same-sex marriages after

two men from Taiwan, Nelson Chan and his long-term partner, Kao Chih-wei, filed an administrative ‘

lawsuit last year following the rejection by a local registration office in Taipei/of their application to
marry.

As The Taipei Times reported late last month, the Taipei/High Administrative Court had been
expected to hand down a decision on Mr. Chen and Mr. Kao's case, "but instead said it was seeking a
constitutional interpretation Wwhile holding further debates-before making 2 judgment.” To Mr. Chen,
that was a victory. "I think thisis'a good decision. I'm happy to see it," he'told The Taipei Times. "I am

confident and hopeful of the outcome of the constitutional interpretation, because the world is changing.

I hope Taiwan would be the first Asiafi"eetfitry to recogfiize same-sex marriages through a judicial

ruling."

The moves come as more states in the United States have legalized gay marriage - Maine and
Maryland becoming the latest, with Maryland's new law taking effect Jan. 1. Same-sex marriage is now
iegal in nine states and Washington, D.C. One of the most socially and politically progressive societies
in Asia, "Taiwan is moving closer to allowing same-sex marriage," predicted Gay Star News, though it
pointed out that top judges in Taiwan had said that the proposed changes did not go far enough and that
legislation needed to be rewritten and expanded before that could happen - and that it would not be a

simple matter...........
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